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P L A T I NUM

G E N E  B R O S C O W  &  R A C H E L L E  W I L S O N
J O E  &  S H A R O N  H E R N A N D E Z

S H I R L E Y  R O S S

GO LD
R O B E R T  A L T M A N  &  M I C H E L L E  S A N D L E R

J O E L  &  H A L L I E  B E R M A N
K A R E N  C A P L A N  &  J A C K  D A L Y

A N D R E A  C H A I T  &  S E A N  W A L T E R
M I C H E L L E  &  C L A U D I A  G E L L E R

C Y R U S  &  C A T H Y  G I P O O R
A A R O N  &  L E S L I E  K E R N

N E I L  &  J E S S I C A  K O R N S W I E T
C H A R L I E  &  C A T H Y  N I E D E R M A N

M A R L Y N  P H I L L I P S
D I A N E  P R I N C E

J E F F R E Y  &  T E R I  R O T H
E D I T H  &  H I L A R Y  S M I T H

H O W A R D  &  D I A N E  S P I E L M A N

S I L V E R
B E V E R L Y  A U G U S T

M I R I A M  C A R R
I A N  &  G A Y L E  C H A I T

F R A N  D E K O V N E R
M I C H A E L  &  K I M  G R E E N F I E L D

L I N D A  H I R S C H
L Y N N E  H O R N

S I D N E Y  &  R O B E R T  L A H A M
D A N  &  P A T T I  L E V I N

M E R C E D E S  N E V E S - H A T C H W E L L  &  M O N T Y  F I S H E R
R I C H A R D  &  D E A N N E  R U B Y

C H R I S T I N E  T A X I E R
M I C H E L L E  &  D A V I D  T W I S S E L M A N N

S T E L L A  L O E B  U N G A R
J A C K I E  &  D O U G  W I G G I N S

S U S A N N E  W O L F F
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Friday

Friday

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday

June Shabbat Schedule

8

14

15

21

22

Lay-Led Minyan

Confirmation Service

Lay-Led Minyan

Lay-Led Minyan

7:30 PM

7:30 PM

9:00 AM

9:00 PM

9:00 AM

Friday

Friday

Friday

Saturday

Saturday

July Shabbat Schedule

6

13

19

26

27

Lay-Led Minyan

Shabbat ALIVE! Service

Torah Shabbat Service

Lay-Led Minyan

9:00 AM

7:30 PM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM

Friday 7 Family Shabbat Service 7:00 PM

Friday

Saturday 29 Lay Led Minyan

Torah Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

9:00 AM

Saturday

12 Choir Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

7:30 PM

Saturday

5 Diversity & Compassion Shabbat 7:00 PM

28

20 Lay-Led Minyan 9:00 AM

Friday

Lay-Led Minyan

Pride Shabbat Service
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Friday

Friday

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday

August Shabbat Schedule

3

9

10

16

17

Lay-Led Minyan

Lay-Led Minyan

Lay-Led Minyan

7:30 PM

7:30 PM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM

Friday 2 Disney Shabbat Service 7:00 PM

Friday

Saturday

23

24 Lay-Led Minyan

Torah Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

9:00 AM

Friday

Saturday

30

31 Body, Mind, & Spirit Shabbat

Ask the Rabbi Shabbat 7:30 PM

9:00 AM

Beach Boys Shabbat ALIVE!

Beatles Shabbat Service
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                              In Pirkei Avot, Chapters of our Fathers, it is written in 4:14, “Rabbi Nehorai said, 
                              “Leave home and go to a place of Torah.” It’s hard to believe that people have
                              been leaving their homes to pray, learn, and celebrate at Temple Beth David for 
                              over sixty years. Yes, over six decades where we began in a sanctuary. We have 
                              done done much over the years and especially in this past one. 

I am amazed by the work and investments of our staff, lay leaders, and volunteers. So many good
people give of their time and resources to support our synagogue. And we have a lot to show for it.
Our preschool, ECLC, has a waiting list. Our Jewish school continues to offer the best Jewish
education that we can, in the hours that we have. We have a youth program for our 6th-12th
graders. There’s been a dynamic Young Professional group that involves young adults from Orange
County, Long Beach, and even parts of Los Angeles. Our adult education continues to offer many
areas of enrichment and learning. Social action inspires us with themed services based on
kindness and understanding. And our Women of Beth David and Brotherhood do an outstanding
job offering programs, service to the community, and fun social events for all. In addition, Programs
has put on a wonderful second night seder, Pride Shabbat and enhanced themed Friday nights
and Hanukkah.

 Oh, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the music at Beth David. Our choir is very talented and
committed to singing. We have a number of musicians who play on Choir night, Shabbat Alive, and
at other gatherings. It is nice to see our children sing in the Junior choir. The Cantor’s concert is
always a highlight.

 And sometimes we get creative with Shabbat and holidays. For a number of years, we continue to
offer Body, Mind, and Spirit Shabbatot on select Saturday mornings as we walk and hike our way to
celebrate our day of rest. Oh, and then there are our holiday celebrations. We are on a high during
our High Holy Days with our music and prayers. Celebrating Sukkot outside in our sukkah sipping
scotch is delightful. We love dancing with the Torahs during Simchat Torah. And the latkes at
Hanukkah are delicious. Purim is creative fun every year. Passover is meaningful and then we count
the days till Shavuot.

 And so, people have been leaving their homes to come to our place of Torah for decades and it is
here they have found a second home. Beth David is place for learning, community, and most of all,
we are a family united throughout the years and generations. As we say when we conclude a book
of Torah, Chazak, chazak, v’nitchazek; (strength, strength, we will be strengthened); may we go forth
in our new sanctuary with our wonderful community, strongly, boldly into a great future. 

Rabbi’s Message
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President’s Message

                                                  Reflections...                                                 

                                                 As our 2023/2024 year comes to a close, so does my time as President of Beth David. It is
                                                 hard to believe that my 4 years as President is coming to an end. It has been an incredible
                                                 journey and we have accomplished so much together. This year, like the last three, our 
                                                 community has continued to operate at full steam, offering a broad range of activities and
                                                 events that have deepened our connection with our Judaism and broadened our kinship
                                                 throughout our community. In addition to our traditional events including the Hanukah 
                                                 and Purim carnivals and our Purim Shpiel, the Brotherhood and Women of Beth David
                                                 organized many exciting events from “Two Jewish Dads and their Daughters,” to speakers
                                                 on health and the environment. The Cantor’s concert was a roaring succcess. Beth David
 turned 60! The Rabbi held a series on Jewish Views on God. Once again, our Second Night Passover Seder was sold
out, and in addition we had 25 members of Congregation B’nei Tzedek join us. I love that we open our hearts and
include our neighbors.

This year we have also undertaken the huge project of renovating our sanctuary. Our community has come together
and raised almost 90% of our goal. As I stand back and look at all the names of members and non-members who have
donated, I am truly humbled by the generosity and commitment of our community. Of course, if you wish to donate,
there is still time. Please contact the office or visit this URL to donate: https://www.templebethdavid.org/pledge/

We have also faced significant hardships as Jews in the world this year. The attack by Hamas on Israel was nothing less
than horrific, and the bonds of our community have provided much solace and support during this time. I was
particularly humbled by the Compassion and Unity event spearheaded by Charlie Niederman, which pulled together
psychologists, theologians and historians to help our community not only understand the historic significance of the
war, but also help process the pain and fear that so many of us experience. This event was particularly special in that it
drew strong attendance from our Beth David congregational community and also our extended Young Professional
community.

This year, sadly, we lost Lois and Herb Abrams, the last of the original founders of Beth David. Our founders have given
us so much to be grateful for – these losses are hugely significant and the vision and inspiration of Lois and Herb lives
on in all that we do.

Looking back on 2023-2024, and indeed on all four years of my Beth David presidency, I owe immense gratitude to so
many people. First, I have received incredible support and guidance from Beth David board members over the last
four years. It has been an honor to serve on the board with each of you; thank you for supporting me, and for your
commitment to Beth David. During my time as President, I often turned to Rabbi Myers for guidance. I continually
valued her counsel, and through our conversations I consistently saw her unwavering commitment to our community.
Thank you to each of you, for your commitment to our community, and for your willingness to share your thoughts
and perspectives with me throughout my two terms. And last but not least, thank you to Edie Mino, who truly looks
after the heart of Beth David.
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                                     As my second two-year term comes
                                     to an end, it has truly been an honor
                                     serving the Congregation as
                                     Brotherhood President the past four
                                     years. Ordinarily, I would be 
                                     preparing to hand the reins to my
                                     successor, but we’ve been unable to 
                                     find someone to replace me as 
                                     President. In the interim, we will be
rotating the duties of President, with Jeff LeBoff serving as
acting President in June and July, followed by Charlie
Niederman in August and September. I will be the acting
President in October and November, followed by Elliot
Semmelman in December and January. We will work to
ensure continuity, and I’m confident that the absence of a
permanent President will not impact the programs and
services the Brotherhood provides.

The Brotherhood has had another very productive year.
We conducted five educational brunches, plus our annual
Mother’s Day brunch (more about that later). In addition,
we organized a bowling event that included two other
Brotherhoods, sponsored two baseball games, and put on
a very entertaining fundraiser, Perry Goldstein’s
production of Two Jewish Dads and Their Daughters,
among other things. My gratitude goes to the many
volunteers who have helped make the Brotherhood
successful.

Our two most recent brunches took place in March. On
March 3, Meredith Burke, Community Security Director at
Secure Community Network (SCN), gave a presentation on
personal awareness, specifically how to recognize
suspicious or potentially dangerous behavior and threats,
and what to do about it. On March 31, award winning Los
Angeles Times columnist Bill Shaikin, gave a very engaging
presentation on all things baseball.

On March 24, we supported the Temple’s Purim Carnival
by barbecuing and serving food, including hamburgers,
veggie burgers, chips, drinks, and Chinese chicken salad.

Our annual Mother’s Day brunch took place on May 12,
and it was attended by close to 60  people, the largest
gathering for Mother’s Day since before the pandemic.
The Cantor and the Junior Choir gave a very entertaining
performance, mimosas were served, and every Mother
received a Rose. The following Sunday, May 19, we
provided Jewish school students, their teachers and their
parents with a last day of school barbecue.

Our next event will be a baseball game on August 3,
when the Angels host the New York Mets. Please look
for a flyer elsewhere in this Megillah. Tickets for the
game are available on the Temple website.

Lee Netzer
Brotherhood President
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                               Women of Beth David has participated in many activities and there are many people
                               thank!

                               Thank you to the Nominating Committee - Laurel Jarrick (Chair), Sharon Fetterman,
                               Eileen Tobey, Cathy Katz, and Karen Korduner - for getting a terrific slate for 2024 -
                               2025.
                     
                               Women of Beth David Shabbat was March 8th. Thank you to Anne Katz, Mulu
Harrison, Rabbi Myers, Cantor Linder, and all the participants for a beautiful service.  

On March 10th Paul Bergman presented “Real to Reel—Truth and Trickery in Courtroom Movies.”
Thank you to Anne Farber, Carolyn Secrist, Joyce Andersson, Sue LeBoff, Florence Sudakow, Marlene
Wedner, Eileen Tobey, Pauline Field, Shiela Romo, Jeff LeBoff, Robin Harrison, and Elliot Semmelman.

March 17th and 18th were Hamentashen baking days. Thank you to Eileen Tobey, Robyn Michaeloff,
Laurie Schneider, Lynn Jacoby, Leslie Kern, Shelly Levenson, Denise Silberman, Marlyn Phillips, Nicki
Phillips, Thea Weintraub, and Mulu Harrison for baking the Hamentashen. Thank you to Denise
Silberman, Rebecca Cohen, Sue LeBoff, and Robyn Michaeloff for selling the Hamentashen.

April 17th was the Women’s Seder. Thank you to Eileen Tobey, Laurie Schneider, Laurel Jarrick, and
Shelly Levenson for this beautiful event. Thank you to Rabbi Myers for leading the Seder and to Cantor
Linder for the beautiful music.

MAZEL TOV to Deb Lelchuk for being elected to the WRJ North American Board of Directors as an
executive committee member.

The Donor Luncheon will be June 9. Ladies, be sure to complete your donor so you can attend this
lovely event. Contact Elaine Netzer or Candy Fox-Tobey to buy more RAFFLE TICKETS. The raffle
drawing will take place at the luncheon. THERE ARE GREAT PRIZES!!!

On Thursday, June 13, 7pm is “Let’s Go Paint”—for questions or to RVSP go to
sisterhood@templebethdavid.org

The WRJ-PD Area Day is Sunday July 14 in Pomona.

Shalom,

Sue LeBoff, President

Women of Beth David
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Did you know that the TBDFOC was founded as an independent non-profit corporation in
1992 for the purpose of benefitting Temple Beth David? Currently, 15 Funds are managed by
the Foundation Board. In succeeding articles, each of these funds will be discussed, but for
this article  the Rabbi Henri E. Font Fund is featured. This fund is Scholar-in-Residence, which
was near and dear to Rabbi and Reggie Front, and nurtured by their son, Seth. 

Over the years, this fund has made is possible for scholars of many venues to come to Beth
David and make excellent presentation - typically coupled with a famous Sunday brunch put
together by Brotherhood and Women of Beth David. Some of you may recall author Ron
Arons talking about The Hews of Sing Sing, author Steven Pease talking about The Golden Age
of Jewish Achievement, and many other interesting presentations of rabbinic academic quality
and one dealing with The Crypto Jews of New Mexico. 

For any questions please feel free to contact me or any other Foundation Board member.

Howard Spielman, President

Charlie Niederman, V.P.
Ruth Kramer, Secretary
Shirley Ross, Treasurer
Hallie Berman, Member
Marc Serlin, Member
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There’s a Goblin on the Ark by Susan Tarcov and illustrated by Mackinzie Rekers.

Behrman House, 2023.

The picture book is a story about animals forming friendships on the ark. It is also about conquering fear.

The Boy on the Wooden Box by Leon Leyson Antheneum books for Young Readers, 2013.

This book is a memoir by Leon Leyson about his childhood Krakow Poland. Then he goes on to talk about
being one of Schindler’s List people and being able to survive the Holocaust. This is a legacy of hope and a
call for all of us to remember those who did not survive. This book won an award.

On the Doorposts of Your House edited by Chaim Stern. Central Conference of American Rabbis, 1994. A
book of Reform Jewish prayers and blessings for all occasions. There is also a section of psalms, poems,
and readings. There is a list of all the 54 sidrot into which the Torah is divided and for the corresponding
haftaroth. This is a good book for home reference. There was a revised edition which came out in 2010.
This book is now also available as an E-Book.

The Beth David Library now has about 1,520 books.

850 Picture books are in Elliot Semmmelman’s Office

275 Middle Grade and Young Adult books are in the Youth Lounge

300 Adult Fiction and Nonfiction books are in the Youth Lounge.

94 Reference books are in the Rabbi’s Office.

The Beth David Youth Lounge is still being set up and organized. When the task is done by the synagogue
the PC computer with the online public access catalog (OPAC) on it will be set up and operating in the
Youth Lounge. The OPAC is on the Temple Beth David website under the Jewish-Learning and then Library
tab. Library | Temple Beth David - Jewish Reform Temple in Westminster, CA Temple Beth David.

Michelle Sandler MLS
Librarian, Beth David

For those of you who know Murry Kalfus. He passed away recently at age 98. Murry
Kalfus and his wife Diane were members of Beth David from about 1963 or 1964 to
1983 or so. They lived in Rossmoor Highlands in Los Alamitos California.                     
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Beth David Library Column

May 2024
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M E M B E R S H I P
* C L I C K  H E R E  O R  O N  F L Y E R  F O R

O N L I N E  M E M B E R S H I P  R E N E W A L *

https://www.templebethdavid.org/membership/membership-forms/annual-commitment-form/


https://www.templebethdavid.org/membership/membership-forms/annual-commitment-form/
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Click on image for event infoEvents

https://www.templebethdavid.org/community/upcoming-special-events/


Click on image for event infoEvents

https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/brotherhood-angels-baseball-game/
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Building Fund
Jack & Gina Rosenthal in memory of Sherwood (Woody) Libit

Christine Taxier in memory of J. R. "Bob" Briscoe
David Keleman in memory of Lois Abrams
Chris Taxier in memory of Anne Noogasion

Florence Sudakow in honor of Howard Spielman’s Birthday 
Ted & Linda Cohen in memory of Isaac Indich 

General Fund
Suzanne Baker in memory of Lois Abrams

Elliot & Keri Gee Semmelman in memory of Phillip Silverman
Arlene Filkoff in memory of Bernard Leviton

Jane Schiffer in memory of Elizabeth Kate Germaine
Kenneth & Sandra Friedman’s Donation

Brotherhood Fund
Cathy & Rick Katz in memory of Lois Abrams

Gene Broscow & Rachelle Wilson in memory of Nephew Barry
Gene Broscow & Rachelle Wilson in memory of Eileen Powell

Gene Broscow & Rachelle Wilson in memory of Benjamin Ackerman

Sisterhood Fund 
Rachelle Wilson in memory of Eileen Scharlin

Arlene Filkoff in memory of Isaac Indich 
Marina Indich in memory of Isaac Indich and in appreciation to Mitzvah Corp for the love & Support

through this difficult time
The Farber & Secrist Families in memory of Anna Farber

Michael Filkoff in honor of Arlene’s Birthday
Michael Filkoff in memory of Steven Harris 

Rachelle Wilson in memory of Lawrence Wilson
Ruth Kramer in memory of Mickey Lewin

Michael & Arlene Filkoff in appreciation of all our friends at TBD for the wonderful anniversary wishes!
Jeff & Sue Leboff in memory of Mickey Lewin

Barbara Shanks Memorial Educational Enrichment Fund
Gina & Jack Rosenthal in memory of Faye Libit

Caplan Family Outreach Fund
Karen Caplan in memory of Dr Lois & Herb Abrams

Lynn Front Memorial URJ Campership Fund
Candy Fox Tobey in memory of Russell Fox

Temple Donations
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Temple Donations
Cantor Harry & Fay Newman Memorial Choir Fund 
Rabbi Robin Foonberg in memory of Roslyn Sudakow

N. Albagli in memory of Roslyn Sudakow
Lynne R. Ruedy in memory of Roslyn Sudakow
Louise Haglind in memory of Roslyn Sudakow
Aaron & Leslie Kern in memory of Isaac Indich
Robin Foonberg in memory of Roslyn Sudakow

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Linda & Ted Cohen in gratitude for Live Stream

Leonard & Susan Silberman in gratitude for audio/visual upgrade in social hall
Leonard & Susan Silberman for a Mitzvah
Judy Turner in memory of Saundra Lee Hill

Leonard & Susan Silberman in memory of James Luka

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Lee & Elaine Netzer in memory of Milton Netzer

Marilyn & Carl Kramer in memory of Anne Green 
Marilyn & Carl Kramer in memory of Reva Kramer

Irma Moskowitz Fund for Lifelong Learning
Monica Leff in honor of Irma Moskowitz Birthday

Janet Liss in honor of Irma Moskowitz 90th Birthday
Hallie & Joel Berman in honor of Irma Moskowitz 90th Birthday

Nancy Neuhaus in honor of Irma Moskowitz 90th Birthday 
Jan & Steve Sider in honor of Irma Moskowitz 90th Birthday

Janet Liss in honor of Irma Moskowitz 90th Birthday

Rabbi Henri E. Front Memorial Scholar-in-Residence Fund
Irwin Greenfield in memory of Bertha Greenfield

Maureen Broscow Memorial Fund
Gene Broscow & Rachelle Wilson in memory of Eileen Powell

Lois Beskind in memory of Sarah Pellow

Lasting Legacies Endowment Fund
Leo Vortouni in honor of Howard Spielman’s 90th Birthday

Ruth Kramer in honor of Howard Spielman’s special Birthday
Kathy Jones in appreciation of Howard Spielman

Niederman Family Israel Fund
Robert Blum & Betsy Toffler in memory of Philip Blum
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Temple Donations
Dr. Leonard & Marjorie Brotchner Memorial Campership Fund

Linda & Stewart Schwab in honor of Howard Spielman’s 90th Birthday 
Robert & Carole Brotchner Collen in honor of Mason R. Gainos

Robert & Carole Brotchner Collen in honor of Theo Ciperon
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Sponsor Friday Night Live Stream 
in honor or memory of loved ones 

Only $180

Contact the office for more information

tbdavid@templebethdavid.org or (714) 892-6623



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

( P L E A S E  C O N T A C T  T H E  
B E T H  D A V I D  O F F I C E )
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B E T H  D A V I D  W E B S I T E L I V E  S T R E A M

F A C E B O O K I N S T A G R A M

B E T H  D A V I D  P R E - S C H O O L B E T H  D A V I D  C H O I R

E V E N T  R E G I S T R A T I O N D O N A T I O N S

https://www.templebethdavid.org/worship/live-stream/
https://www.facebook.com/thisisbethdavid/
https://www.bethdavidchoir.org/
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