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P L A T I NUM

G E N E  B R O S C O W  &  R A C H E L L E  W I L S O N
J O E  &  S H A R O N  H E R N A N D E Z

S H I R L E Y  R O S S

GO LD
R O B E R T  A L T M A N  &  M I C H E L L E  S A N D L E R

J O E L  &  H A L L I E  B E R M A N
K A R E N  C A P L A N  &  J A C K  D A L Y

A N D R E A  C H A I T  &  S E A N  W A L T E R
M I C H E L L E  &  C L A U D I A  G E L L E R

C Y R U S  &  C A T H Y  G I P O O R
A A R O N  &  L E S L I E  K E R N

N E I L  &  J E S S I C A  K O R N S W I E T
C H A R L I E  &  C A T H Y  N I E D E R M A N

M A R L Y N  P H I L L I P S
D I A N E  P R I N C E

J E F F R E Y  &  T E R I  R O T H
E D I T H  &  H I L A R Y  S M I T H

H O W A R D  &  D I A N E  S P I E L M A N

S I L V E R
B E V E R L Y  A U G U S T

M I R I A M  C A R R
I A N  &  G A Y L E  C H A I T

F R A N  D E K O V N E R
M I C H A E L  &  K I M  G R E E N F I E L D

L I N D A  H I R S C H
L Y N N E  H O R N

S I D N E Y  &  R O B E R T  L A H A M
D A N  &  P A T T I  L E V I N

M E R C E D E S  N E V E S - H A T C H W E L L  &  M O N T Y  F I S H E R
R I C H A R D  &  D E A N N E  R U B Y

C H R I S T I N E  T A X I E R
M I C H E L L E  &  D A V I D  T W I S S E L M A N N

S T E L L A  L O E B  U N G A R
J A C K I E  &  D O U G  W I G G I N S

S U S A N N E  W O L F F
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Friday

Friday

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday

September Shabbat Schedule

7

13

14

20

21

Lay-Led Minyan

Choir Shabbat Service

Torah Study

Lay-Led Minyan

7:30 PM

7:30 PM

9:00 AM

9:00 PM

9:00 AM

Friday

Friday

Friday

Saturday

Saturday

October Shabbat Schedule

5

12

18

25

26

Lay-Led Minyan

Shabbat ALIVE! Service

Torah Shabbat Service

Lay-Led Minyan

9:00 AM

7:30 PM

9:00 AM

10:00 AM

Friday 6 Family Shabbat Service 7:00 PM

Friday

Saturday 28 Lay-Led Minyan

Torah Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

9:00 AM

Saturday

11 Erev Yom Kippur 7:30 PM

7:30 PM

Saturday

4 7:00 PM

27

19 Lay-Led Minyan 9:00 AM

Friday

Yom Kippur

Shabbat ALIVE! Service

Family Shabbat Service
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Friday

Friday

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday

November Shabbat Schedule

2

8

9

15

16

Torah Study

Body, Mind & Spirit Shabbat

Lay-Led Minyan

7:30 PM

7:30 PM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM

Friday 1 7:00 PM

Friday

Saturday

22

23 Lay-Led Minyan

Torah Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

9:00 AM

Friday

Saturday

29

30 Lay-Led Minyan

Ask the Rabbi Shabbat 7:30 PM

9:00 AM

Shabbat ALIVE! Service

Choir Shabbat Service

Family Shabbat Service



F R O M  T H E  R A B B I



F
R

O
M

 T
H

E
 R

A
B

B
I

                               
                              Oooh, there are so many varieties of apples from Honey Crisp, Delicious. Gala,
                              Granny Smith, and Pink Lady, to name a few. They come different shades of green
                              and red with tastes ranging from sweet to a touch of sour. Apples ripen in the fall
                              and are the star accompaniment for the honey of our New Year. Dipping apples
                              into this syrupy sweetness brings joy and an instant smile. Apples and honey 
                              remind us of our hopes for a sweet upcoming year. This time of new beginning 
brings our family, friends and community together for the sacred holiday of Rosh Hashanah. 

Apples are mentioned many times in our tradition beyond the High Holy Days. In Song of
Songs from the Bible, we see that it is under the apple tree that love and life blossoms. It is
written, “Under the apple tree I roused you; It was there your mother conceived you, There she
who bore you conceived you.” (Chapter 8:5) And it states, “Let me lean against the stout trunks,
let me couch among the apple trees: for I am sick with love.” (Chapter 2:5)

Oh, this makes me want to take a big bite out of an apple but not like Eve did in the Garden
of Eden. While many Renaissance paintings and frescos in Europe depict Eve succumbing to
temptation and lustfully eating an apple, this was likely not the fruit mentioned in Genesis. The
Hebrew in the Torah is, “peri haetz, fruit of the tree.” It doesn’t say apple, just ‘fruit.’ I think it
was likely a fig because no one can resist a ripe juicy fig but anyways back to my topic of apples.

Fascinating, in the Talmud, our acceptance of Torah is compared to an apple tree. We learn
that, “Rabbi Ḥama, son of Rabbi Ḥanina, said: What is the meaning of, “As an apple tree among
the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. Under its shadow I delighted to sit and
its fruit was sweet to my taste” (Song of Songs 2:3)? Why were the Jewish people likened to an
apple tree? It is to tell you that just as this apple tree, its fruit grows before its leaves, so too, the
Jewish people accorded precedence to “We will do” over “We will hear.” (Shabbat 88a)

And so, because in our tradition we promised to follow God’s commandments before they
were revealed, we are like the fruit of an apple tree. The fruit of our acceptance comes first and
it is because of our willingness to follow God, the Torah was given to our people in Sinai years
ago. And how lucky we are for that. We have a precious tradition and heritage with meaningful
holidays such as Rosh Hashanah that connect us with family, community, our history, and with
God. And we get to eat tasty foods such as apples and honey.

And so, as I make my multi grain apple butter cake for our Jewish New Year, I will think
about love, apples, family, and Torah. Hmmm… I can taste the crispness of apples right now.
Wishing you all a very sweet new year.

Apples more important than you realize
Rabbi Myers’ fall bulletin 2024
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President’s Comments

                                                  High Holy Days 2024                                                 

                                                There’s a lot going on at this time of year. Our High Holy days usher in a time of prayer,
                                                introspection, renewal, and forgiveness and call for us to be even better people in the year
                                                ahead. Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur together comprise the Yomim Nora’im - the Days of
                                                Awe, during which our fates in the year ahead are decided on by God.

                                                As a people we recognize that this past year has been one of unspeakable grief and 
                                                sorrow. We will never forget the tragedies that occurred on October 7th, and the months 
                                                since. 

The High Holy Days are also a time of renewal, a time to turn away from evil, and to continue building a better world. It
may be hard to do in the face of such hate and brutality. As hard as it is, I believe we must pursue a renewed world,
one with more kindness and decency. There is nothing else we can do. We must not sink into the mire and muck of
intolerance and despair. It is my belief that we need to lift ourselves up and take a stand against those who demean us
with hate and violence. This does not mean we should put up our hands and surrender. It does mean that we must
push back against those that traffic in harsh words and even harsher deeds. I hope all of us find renewal of spirit in the
weeks to come.
 
This has also been a time of renewal for Beth David. During the High Holy Days, come see our beautiful sanctuary,
which while not complete yet, has been made new again, with the efforts of our entire congregation. There are so
many exciting things happening here—Lunch and Learn with the Rabbi, you can study for your Bar or Bat Mitzvah
through the Adult Bnei Mitzvah classes, Brotherhood is hosting a Billy Joel Tribute Band on October 27th, on
November 16th we’ll celebrate Rabbi Myers’ 20th year as our rabbi, and there will be a Re-dedication event for our
Sanctuary on January 29th. There will be many opportunities for adult learning, just look at the temple calendar on the
website. Sukkot is coming and we’ll celebrate with “Scotch and Schnapps’” in the Sukkah on October 18th. Join us for
“Shabbat ALIVE” on the third Friday of each month, and our Lay-Lead Minyan each Shabbat morning at 9:00 am in the
Sanctuary. And just in time for Hanukkah, come for a lively night of Dreidel—played for money!
 
That’s not even ALL of the activities Beth David will hold between now and Hanukkah! It is certainly a difficult world, but
with music, learning, prayer and so much more, we can come together as family and make the connections that will
enable us to make our lives better. There will be plenty of chances to make connections with our Beth David family, so
that we will be able to face the challenges of our world with friends at our side.
 
L’shanah tovah tikatevu and G’mar chatimah tovah!
Richard RubyP
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                               Women of Beth David finished the year with a great Donor Luncheon on Sunday, 
                               June 9. Thank you to Elaine Netzer, Candy Fox-Tobey and their committee - Keri Gee
                               Semmelman, Edie Mino, Eileen Tobey, Laurie Schneider, and Kam Kalish for all their 
                               work on the luncheon as well as on the WBD Raffle. Our entertainment was the 
                               Ladies of the Oasis - our own Brooke Thibault is a member of the group.

                               Congratulations to Edith Smith who is our Woman of Merit for 2024. Welcome to
                               WBD new board members: Shirley Ross, Ai Resnick, Shelly Levinson, and Karen
Pagter. Thank you to our out-going board members: Edith and Lisa Paretsky.

Thank you to Deb Lelchuk for arranging for WBD to go to Let’s Go Paint on June 13.

On July 14, Sue LelBoff, Eileen Tobey, Deb Lelchuk, Barbara Switzky, Denise Silberman, Pauline Field,
and Melanie Alkov attended Women of Reform Judaism - Pacific District Area Day at Temple Beth Israel
in Pomona. 

On September 22 WBD will have its kick-off event - “Not Your Mother’s (or Grandmother’s) Sisterhood’-
at 9:15 in the Social Hall. Light breakfast will be served. Please RSVP by September 15 to
Sisterhood@templebethdavid.org

Shalom, 
Sue LeBoff
President of Women of Beth David
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Did you know that the TBDFOC was founded as an independent non-profit corporation in
1992 for the purpose of benefitting Temple Beth David? Currently, 15 Funds are managed by
the Foundation Board. In succeeding articles, each of these funds will be discussed, but for
this article  the Rabbi Henri E. Font Fund is featured. This fund is Scholar-in-Residence, which
was near and dear to Rabbi and Reggie Front, and nurtured by their son, Seth. 

Over the years, this fund has made is possible for scholars of many venues to come to Beth
David and make excellent presentation - typically coupled with a famous Sunday brunch put
together by Brotherhood and Women of Beth David. Some of you may recall author Ron
Arons talking about The Hews of Sing Sing, author Steven Pease talking about The Golden Age
of Jewish Achievement, and many other interesting presentations of rabbinic academic quality
and one dealing with The Crypto Jews of New Mexico. 

For any questions please feel free to contact me or any other Foundation Board member.

Howard Spielman, President

Charlie Niederman, V.P.
Ruth Kramer, Secretary
Shirley Ross, Treasurer
Hallie Berman, Member
Marc Serlin, Member
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Dear Beth David Community,

Max and the Not-So-Perfect Apology by Carl Harris Shuman published by Behrman House in 2024.
This book travels back in time to the biblical story of Jacob and Esau. Years later Jacob apologizes to
Esau. Max the storyteller then starts his own apologies to people he has hurt in his life. This is a
perfect book for the High Holidays. This is a great book for younger children.

Maybe it Happened This Way: Bible Stories Reimagined by Leah Rachel Berkowitz and Erica
Wovsaniker published by Apples and Honey Press in 2022. The authors used their imagination to
make up new stories for familiar characters. This is to find new meaning in a very old book. This
book is great for the Middle Grades.

Salt & Honey: Jewish Teens on Feminism, Creativity, &amp; Tradition edited by Elizabeth Mandel
with jGirls Magazine published by Behrman House in 2022. This book is a snapshot of lived
experiences of Jewish teens. Each entry is from a different Jewish teen. Recipes, poems, and stories
by teens. This book is great for Young Adults.

Anti-Semitism in America by Leonard Dinnerstein published by Oxford University Press in 1994.
This is an independent scholarly study of antisemitism in the United States. This book represents
an American history of antisemitism from the beginnings of Jewish
people in this country until 1992. This is a great book for adults. 

I went to the Association of Jewish Libraries annual convention in San Diego California the end of
June. Being in the right place at the right time I came home with 14 free Jewish books from
Behrman House and Apples and Honey Press. This publishing house was one of the exhibitors at
the convention. Most of the books are picture books. There were also a few middle grade books
and one teen book. I think there might have been one adult book in the take home.

If anyone would like a tour of the library areas or a tutorial session, please let me know.
You can reach me at library@templebethdavid.org.

Michelle Sandler MLS
Librarian
Beth David
Westminster, California                                               

Browse and search library
catalog!

https://15993.rmwebopac.com                            
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M E M B E R S H I P
* C L I C K  H E R E  F O R

O N L I N E  M E M B E R S H I P  R E N E W A L *

https://www.templebethdavid.org/membership/membership-forms/annual-commitment-form/


U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S



Click on image for event infoEvents

https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/the-league-of-women-voters-2/


Click on image for event infoEvents

https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/hands-of-gold-one-mans-quest-to-find-the-silver-lining-in-misfortune/
https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/billy-nation-a-tribute-to-billy-joel-concert/
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Building Fund
Stella Loeb Ungar in memory of Albert Loeb
Christine Taxier in memory of Joan Briscoe

LeJonathan Dough Donation 

General Fund
Phyllis & Stan Abrams in memory of Blanche Abrams & Jack Pascal

Shelly Levinson in memory of Bertha Kaminsky
Dave & Doris Franco in memory of Mel Lewin
Jane Bogomolny in memory of Father Mikail

Jane Schiffer in memory of Rose Ferman
Anne Farber in memory of Jean Frank

Colleen Bushinsky in memory of Ira Bushinsky
Jane Schiffer in memory of Betty Dudock

Ely Licht in memory of Kay Licht

Brotherhood Fund
Gene Broscow & Rachelle Wilson in memory of Jack Broscow

Jeff & Sue LeBoff in memory of Eve LeBoff

Sisterhood Fund 
Linda & Ted Cohen in memory of Mickey Lewin

Dave & Doris Franco in memory of Mickey Lewin
Lynne Horn in memory of Alan Horn

Michael & Arlene Filkoff in memory of Andrea Mitchell
Stella Ungar in memory of Helen & Fred Peterson

Anne Farber in memory of Mildred Lewin
Alma Herman in Memory of Esther Yaffe

Arlene Filkoff’s Donation

Torah Fund
Dagmar McGinley’s Donation

Susan G. Abraham in memory of Ben Gelfand, M.D.

Dr. Leonard & Marjorie Brotchner Memorial Campership Fund
Robert & Carole Brotchner Collen in memory of Camryn Jo Collen

Caplan Family Outreach Fund
Susan G. Abraham in memory of Alan Pottash

Jarrick Family Scholarship Fund
LeJonathan Dough Donation

Temple Donations
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Temple Donations
Cantor Harry & Fay Newman Memorial Choir Fund 

The Sudakow Family in memory of Rubin Sudakow
Michael Filkoff in memory of Roselle Filkoff

Florence Sudakow in honor of Annabelle Sandler’s 95th Birthday

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Alex Litvak in memory of Lyubov Litvak

David & Joan Fisher in memory of Richard Fisher
The Bleiweiss Family in memory of Jack Bleiweiss

Helene & David Miller in memory of Fania Berkenwald
David & Joan Fisher in memory of Betty Fisher

Irina Litvak in memory Minche Goldina 
Ely Licht’s Donation

Joyce Palbaum in memory of Samuel Leigh
Carl & Marilyn Kramer in memory of William Kramer & Susan Green

Marilyn & carl Kramer in memory of Susan Green
Stacy & Bryan Palbaum in honor of Rabbi Nancy Myers

The Berzak Family’s Donation
Rochelle Ameti in memory of Irving Ameti

Patrice Punim Levin in memory of Gertrude Kern
Bryan & Stacy Palbaum’s Donation

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Susan G. Abraham in memory of Ronald Hillel Moss

Denise Silberman in memory of Louise Schwartz
Lee & Elaine Netzer in memory of Harvey Netzer

Denise Silberman in memory of Michael Silberman

Irma Moskowitz Fund for Lifelong Learning
Josh, Tija, Hannah & Noah Bushinksy in memory of Manuel Bushinsky

Cathy & Charlie Niederman in memory of Kenneth Bater

The Morton Wedner Memorial Special Projects Fund
Marlene Wedner in memory of Mickey Lewin & Andrea Mitchell

Ruth Kramer in memory of Florence Harter

Maureen Broscow Memorial Fund
Gene Broscow & Rachelle Wilson in memory of Lt. Col. I. J. Harris

Lasting Legacies Endowment Fund
Diane & Howard Spileman in memory of Michael Crafton
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Temple Donations
Niederman Family Israel Fund

Robert Blum & Betsy Toffler in memory of Bebe Blum
Cathy & Charlie Niederman in memory of Molly Bates Adleman

Live Stream Sponsor
Nancy Linder & Family in memory of Cecelia Fahn Linder
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Sponsor Friday Night Live Stream 
in honor or memory of loved ones 

Only $180

Contact the office for more information

tbdavid@templebethdavid.org or (714) 892-6623



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

( P L E A S E  C O N T A C T  T H E  
B E T H  D A V I D  O F F I C E )
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B E T H  D A V I D  W E B S I T E L I V E  S T R E A M

F A C E B O O K I N S T A G R A M

B E T H  D A V I D  P R E - S C H O O L B E T H  D A V I D  C H O I R

E V E N T  R E G I S T R A T I O N D O N A T I O N S

https://www.templebethdavid.org/worship/live-stream/
https://www.facebook.com/thisisbethdavid/
https://www.bethdavidchoir.org/
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