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P L A T I NUM

J O E  &  S H A R O N  H E R N A N D E Z
S H I R L E Y  R O S S

E D I T H  &  H I L A R Y  S M I T H
R A C H E L L E  W I L S O N

GO LD
R O B E R T  A L T M A N  &  M I C H E L L E  S A N D L E R

J O E L  &  H A L L I E  B E R M A N
R O B E R T  B L U M

K A R E N  C A P L A N  &  J A C K  D A L Y
A N D R E A  C H A I T  &  S E A N  W A L T E R

M I T C H E L L  &  C L A U D I A  G E L L E R
C Y R U S  &  C A T H Y  G I P O O R

A A R O N  &  L E S L I E  K E R N
N E I L  &  J E S S I C A  K O R N S W I E T

R O B E R T  &  S I D N E Y  L A H A M
C H A R L I E  &  C A T H Y  N I E D E R M A N

M A R L Y N  P H I L L I P S
D I A N E  P R I N C E

H O W A R D  S P I E L M A N

S I L V E R
B E V E R L Y  A U G U S T

I A N  &  G A Y L E  C H A I T
M I C H A E L  &  K I M  G R E E N F I E L D

L I N D A  H I R S C H
L Y N N E  H O R N

D A N  &  P A T T I  L E V I N
M E R C E D E S  N E V E S - H A T C H W E L L  &  M O N T Y  F I S H E R

R I C H A R D  &  D E A N N E  R U B Y
M I C H E L L E  S I N G L E T O N

S A N D Y  S O B O L E W - S H U B I N
C H R I S T I N E  T A X I E R

M I C H E L L E  &  D A V I D  T W I S S E L M A N N
S T E L L A  L O E B  U N G A R

J A C K I E  &  D O U G  W I G G I N S
S U S A N N E  W O L F F
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Friday

Friday

Friday

Saturday

Saturday

December Shabbat Schedule

6

13

19

26

27

Body, Mind, & Spirit 

Shabbat ALIVE! Service

Torah Shabbat Service

Lay-Led Minyan

9:00 AM

7:30 PM

9:00 AM

9:00 AMSaturday

12 Choir Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

7:30 PM

Saturday

5 7:00 PM

20 Lay-Led Minyan 9:00 AM

Friday

Torah Study with Rabbi

Family Shabbat Service

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday

January Shabbat Schedule

3

9

10

16

17

Lay-Led Minyan

Lay-Led Minyan

Torah Study with Robin H.

7:30 PM

7:30 PM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM

2 7:00 PM

23 Torah Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

Shabbat ALIVE! Service

Choir Shabbat Service

Family Shabbat

Saturday 24 9:00 AM

Friday

Friday

Friday

Friday

Lay-Led Minyan
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Friday

Friday

Friday

Saturday

Saturday

February Shabbat Schedule

7

14

20

27

28

Lay-Led Minyan

Shabbat ALIVE! Service

Torah Shabbat Service

Lay-Led Minyan

9:00 AM

7:30 PM

9:00 AM

9:00 AMSaturday

13 Choir Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

7:30 PM

Saturday

6 7:00 PM

21 Torah Study with Robin H. 9:00 AM

Friday

Body, Mind, & Spirit

Family Shabbat Service
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                              Sabbaticals for congregational rabbis are, first and foremost, to stave off burnout.
                             Doing congregational work is, indeed, very rewarding but can also be very 
                             stressful. For rabbis like myself, who intend to continue many years in this role, a
                             sabbatical is crucial for mental and physical well-being. I recall, ten years ago,
                             when I came back from my first sabbatical is to get my neck and back to relax and 
                             to release the stress that I have been holding on to for so long.

  Secondly, I never like to waste time, as many of you know, and so I intend to write another novel. I
really want to be a good writer and the only way to do so, is well, to write. I learned a lot about the
process of writing ten years ago in my first attempt at creative writing. I now know the steps I need
to take and I’m excited to give it another go. Hopefully, this next one will come to fruition quicker
than the last one. During my six months, I hope to get the story ‘out’ of me and integrate my
brother’s initial critique. And then when I am back, I hope to use my day off to continue the
editorial process with both volunteer and professional assistance. 

  During this time, I will also do some travels. My brother correctly pointed out that my lap top can
go with me and I can write anywhere. And so, I will take a number of trips that will include some
outdoor adventure, family time, and more. 

  I realize the timing of my sabbatical isn’t ideal with a merger on the horizon, however, afterwards it
will be impossible for me to take any substantial time off for many years. There is going to be a lot
of work integrating new members of our community as we plan worship, events, and holidays
together. And so, it is really is, now or never.

  In the meantime, while I am away, Rabbinical student Robin Harrison and Cantor Linder will cover
my primary responsibilities. They will lead holiday and Shabbat services with the support of
volunteers. Both Cantor and Robin are deeply caring and committed to the well-being of our
community. They will provide excellent pastoral care to you in times of hardship and loss. We also
have amazing lay leaders who will assist and continue to ensure that the Temple is there for you in
every way. 

  And so, I just want to say, “Thank you.” Thank you for giving me this needed time away. I am so
proud of our synagogue and I look forward to serving our community for many, many years to
come.

Thank you for my sabbatical
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                                 WOMEN OF BETH DAVID has many volunteers to thank!!!!

                                  Women of Beth David gave Rosh Hashanah bags to religious school classes.
                                 Thank you to Eileen Tobey, Florence Sudakow, Laurie Schneider, Ellen Korn,
                                 Karen Korduner, Leslie Mueller, Laurel Jarrick, and Sue LeBoff for preparing the 
                                 bags.

                                  October 5 was the kick-off event for Women of Beth David. Thank you to Karen
Korduner and Robyn Michaeloff—our membership chairs—and their committee—Eileen Tobey, Candy
Fox-Tobey, Florence Sudakow, Laurie Schneider, Elaine Netzer, and Sue LeBoff. Greg Korduner and
Jim Michaeloff set up the tables the day before. Delia Taft from the Orange County Jewish Historical
Society gave a great presentation of Jewish history in Orange County.

Thank you to our Program Chair Mona Doshay and her committee for presenting a program on the
craft of paper-cutting.

November 15 was Set-up for the CHANUKAH CARNIVAL which was November 16. There were LATKES,
a BAKE SALE, a BOUTIQUE, and JUDAICA SHOP. Women of Beth David had lots of
volunteers. 

LATKES—Thank you to Laurie Schneider, Eileen Tobey, Thea Weintraub, Shiela Romo, Rosalind Cantor,
Barbara Robbins, Karen Korduner, Barbara Switzky, Robyn Michaeloff, Mulu Skinner-
Harrison, and Lucy Ablesar. 50 pounds of latkes were sold!

BAKE SALE—Thank you to Marcia Rosenzweig, Marlene Wedner, Sue LeBoff, Denise Silberman, Elaine
Netzer, Cathy Niederman, and our high school volunteers Kylin and Alexis.

BOUTIQUE—Thank you to Barbara Switzky for getting all the venders and setting up the boutique.
Thank you also to Lauren who helped with set-up.

JUDAICA SHOP—Thank you to Leslie Kern, Florence Sudakow, Candy Fox-Tobey, Shelly Levinson, Deb
Lelchuk, Mulu Skinner-Harrison, Sue LeBoff, Ellen Wishnetsky, and Rachelle Wilson.

On November 18 Women of Beth David had a great Mahjong Tournament. There were 14 tables!
Thank you to Eileen Tobey and her committee—Robyn Michaeloff, Laurie Schneider, Karen Korduner,
Laurel and Alan Jarrisk, Sue LeBoff, Thea Weintraub, Edie Mino, and Mulu Skinner-Harrison.

COMING EVENTS!!!!

On Saturday January 24 Women of Beth David and Brotherhood will put on JAZZ NIGHT featuring the
SOUTH COAST SIMCHA BAND. Dinner will be catered by Stone Fire Grill.

Shalom,
Sue LeBoff
President, Women of Beth David
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Did you know that the TBDFOC was founded as an independent non-profit corporation in
1992 for the purpose of benefitting Temple Beth David? Currently, 15 Funds are managed by
the Foundation Board. In succeeding articles, each of these funds will be discussed, but for
this article  the Rabbi Henri E. Font Fund is featured. This fund is Scholar-in-Residence, which
was near and dear to Rabbi and Reggie Front, and nurtured by their son, Seth. 

Over the years, this fund has made is possible for scholars of many venues to come to Beth
David and make excellent presentation - typically coupled with a famous Sunday brunch put
together by Brotherhood and Women of Beth David. Some of you may recall author Ron
Arons talking about The Hews of Sing Sing, author Steven Pease talking about The Golden Age
of Jewish Achievement, and many other interesting presentations of rabbinic academic quality
and one dealing with The Crypto Jews of New Mexico. 

For any questions please feel free to contact me or any other Foundation Board member.

Howard Spielman, President

Charlie Niederman, V.P.
Ruth Kramer, Secretary
Shirley Ross, Treasurer
Hallie Berman, Member
Marc Serlin, Member
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kind of birth right. Those Disneyland pictures during the holidays stayed on the fridge until
the New Year’s calendar went up. And like many a California Mom, you hoped the smiles
would last the whole year perfectly. Who knew that Walt’s idea for a better amusement park
for his daughters, one that the entire family could enjoy Disneyland, is still around after 70
years.
 
There is nothing like nostalgic memories to start the beginning of a new year. Because by
holding or looking at these tiny, sometimes blurred time capsules, we see ourselves caught in
history; life goes fast and only a click of a camera can catch it. We see how we’ve grown. We
see who we remember. We see why we have evolved. And we see what we have created. It’s a
time of reflection. A time of tracing our legacy. And a time of looking forward to the next
snapshot of life. We are brought together for those same snapshot moments wrapped in a
bow during the holidays. We spiritually stop to recognize life, ourselves, and our community.
Then it’s on to the next adventure of life, and what the future holds. Always unpredictable and
ever changing.
 
Last year your Ways and Means Committee shared a lot of snapshot moments. By celebrating
Rabbi Nancy Myers’ anniversary here at Beth David, the Purim Carnival Silent Auction, and of
course the fun we had at the Cabaret Magnifique (this year’s Cantor Concert), our committee
and community are awesome. And next calendar year, we will hopefully share a few more
magical moments. Because before you know it, March is just around the corner and our
Purim Carnival Auction will be ready for bids. But for now, it's time for spinning those dreidels,
frying up the latkes, and the warmth of family and friends. So, from all of us here at the Ways
and Means Committee to all of you, have a wonderful and blessed Hanukkah. And have a
beautiful New Year in 2026!
 
 
Shalom,
 
Mulu Harrison
VP Co- Trustee of Ways & Means 
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I love the fun of looking back at old photos. Especially the ones in
family photo albums. You know the Kodak Polaroid one’s from
Disneyland, or the one’s from your High School Yearbook. Maybe this
is why I decided, since it was Fall going into Winter, to use a Walt
Disney quote. If you grew up in California, a trip to Disneyland was a 

“To all who come to this happy place, welcome.”
Walt Disney

Opening Day Speech for Disneyland
July 17, 1955
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 Beth David Library Column

The new books that have come into the Beth David Library in 2025 are:
Live Your Dreams: the story of a Jewish Basketball all star byTamir Goodman PJ Publishing
2025.

One Little Goat: a Passover catastrophe by Dara Horn Norton Young Readers 2025 Middle
Grades

Finding Forgiveness: a Slichot story by Rebecca Gardyn Levington Farrar, Straus, Giroux 2025.

And Eddie had an egg by Dina Leifer Green Bean Books 2025.

If anyone has Jewish books to donate to the Beth David Library please make sure they are in
good condition and are newer books. The library is almost full already.

Sincerely Michelle Gail Sandler MLS
Librarian
Beth David
Westminster, California
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This is a map \I made for my Cartography class at California State
University Long Beach in 1988. This is a dot map of the Jewish
households in Seal Beach, Los Alamitos, Rossmoor and Cypress.  
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Click on image for event infoEvents

https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/mens-health-how-to-best-talk-to-your-doctor/
https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/membership-dinner-2/
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HELP FELLOW CONGREGANTS

Let's all remember that while the year-end holiday season and quickly
approaching new year can be filled with tremendous joy, it can also (or instead) be

a very difficult and emotionally draining time for many. Being there for one
another (our closest of friends and also other fellow temple members) during the
hardest of times is one of the most important roles any synagogue's congregation
can play. Please consider signing up to help fellow congregants in one or more of
the following ways noted below. And, also please let us know confidentially if you
or a loved one in your household is in need of any such caring support. Send an

email to: sharethecaring@templebethdavid.org.  

VISITORS, CALLERS, COOKS, DRIVERS, AND OTHER HELP IS NEEDED!
We need volunteers to help braid the hair of a congregant going through a

weekly medical treatment. If you are available on a Wednesday evening to do
so, please let us know as soon as possible.  

Since humor can be helpful, please send us funny Jewish and secular stories,
jokes, and one-liner riddles to be shared with fellow congregants. 

We have congregants who could really use an in-person visit, a kind phone
call, a warm meal while they heal, or a ride to temple to stay connected. 

Whether you can help once or more, your time and caring heart is great
appreciated.

CLICK HERE FOR FLIER

Thank You to the MANY temple members who have helped share the caring since
this special initiative was launched this past May. The comfort and peace of mind

you have given fellow congregants is so deeply appreciated...and such a
memorable mitzvah!  

Wishing Everyone a Peaceful Hanukkah and a Meaningful 2026,
Your Caring Community Committee

Anne Katz & Keri Gee Semmelman - Co-Chairs; Grace Harris, Shelly Levinson,
Rebecca Blue

 and Former Committee Members Lynne Horn and Joan Winters

mailto:sharethecaring@templebethdavid.org
https://1drv.ms/b/c/8765fab143727a28/IQC2jSXH7utgSJX7070nVRniATB7oCWIztMLCF8VsHjNPZM?e=HbCu17
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Building Fund
David & Julia Metz in memory of Eileen Hopp

General Fund 
Louis Adelman in honor of Laurel & Alan Jarrick

David Shevitz’s Donation
Michael Tebrich & Jeanette Smith in memory of Sonja Tebrich

McCall Family in memory of Lynda Wiley
Brenda Gorman in memory of Richard Gorman and Jerome & Elaine Rehman

Raleen Miller’s Donation
James Nadler’s Donation

Louise Haglind in memory of Bob Haglind
Larry & Jenny Davidoff’s Donation

Vida Delshad in memory of Mehri Delshad
Phyllis Greenstein in memory of Irving Brenner

Nancy & Jon Bigley in honor of the President
Raleen Miller’s Donation

Melvin Betnun in memory of Andy White
Jane Schiffer in memory of Berniece Germaine & Misha Montemorra

James Nadler’s Donation

Brotherhood Fund
Annette Helfman in memory of Gene Broscow

The Farber & Secrist Families Donation
Rachelle Wilson in memory of David Scharlin

Sisterhood Fund 
Eileen Tobey in memory of Murray Goetz & Hal Tobey

Robyn Michaeloff in memory of Leonard Applbaum
Rachelle Wilson in memory of Stanley Trombler

Raleen Miller’s Donation
Jerrold & Ellen Korn in memory of Frieda Melcer

Jerrold Korn & Ellen Korn in memory of Frieda Melcer

Prayer Book Fund
Cookie Ruby in memory of Alan Ruby

Caring Community Fund
Tracy Hale’s Donation

The Diane Spielman Memorial Fund 
Lynne Horn in memory of Ted Horn

Niederman Family Israel Fund
Joan Flax in honor Cathy’s Birthday

Temple Donations
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Temple Donations
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Michael & Beth Rosoff in memory of Jay Rosoff
Lynne Brightman Horn in memory Howard Brightman

Dan & Patti Levin in memory of Norman Punim
Gary Roels-Leonico’s Donation

Bleiweiss Family in memory of Florence Bleiweiss
Gloria Hassman’s Donation

Shirley Ross in memory of Ervin & Arlene Ross
Gary Roels-Leoncio’s Donation

The Wachovsky Family in honor of David’s Baby Naming

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Denise Silberman in memory of Trudy Silberman

Linda Vizzini in memory of Mildred Vizzini
Lee & Elaine Netzer in memory of Charles Netzer

Religious School Fundraising
Annette Helfman in honor of Robin Harrison, for the beautiful service for Stanley

Cantor Harry & Fay Newman Memorial Choir Fund
Rick & Cathy Katz in memory of Leah Katz

Sanctuary Renovation Fund
Sidney Melnick’s Donation

Aaron & Leslie Kern in memory of Andy White
Sisterhood’s Donation

Rabbi Nancy Myers Donation
Greg & Karen Korduner’s Donation
Lois & Phil Wachovsky’s Donation

Dr. Leonard & Marjorie Brotchner Memorial Campership Fund
Robert & Carole Brotchner Collen in honor of Jackie & Scott Kend on their Marriage

Jarrick Family Scholarship Fund
Louis Adelman in honor of Laurel & Alan Jarrick

Milton & Ro Jelinowicz in memory of Harry Jelinowicz
Nancy Hartstein & Jose Pio Borges in memory of Andy White

Jeff & Sue LeBoff in memory of Andy White

Maureen Broscow Memorial Fund
Robert Blum in memory of Carole Blum

Live Stream Sponsor 
Nanci Cole’s Donation
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Sponsor Friday Night Live Stream 
in honor or memory of loved ones 

Only $180

Contact the office for more information

tbdavid@templebethdavid.org or (714) 892-6623



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

( P L E A S E  C O N T A C T  T H E  
B E T H  D A V I D  O F F I C E )
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B E T H  D A V I D  W E B S I T E L I V E  S T R E A M

F A C E B O O K I N S T A G R A M

B E T H  D A V I D  P R E - S C H O O L B E T H  D A V I D  C H O I R

E V E N T  R E G I S T R A T I O N D O N A T I O N S

https://www.templebethdavid.org/worship/live-stream/
https://www.facebook.com/thisisbethdavid/
https://www.bethdavidchoir.org/


C A L END AR S



D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5

CLICK HERE FOR CALENDARCLICK HERE FOR CALENDARCLICK HERE FOR CALENDAR

https://www.templebethdavid.org/community/calendar/
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